Economics and Trade
Tn extension of the railway in the opposite direction,
steamer services on the White Nile connect Juba, in the
far south, with Khartoum, all the year round, while
steamers plying seasonally on the Blue Nile, the Sobat
and Jur rivers serve respectively the Fung province, the
Upper Nile province and Gambeila in Western Abyssinia,
and the central region of the Bahr el Ghazal province.
The Gambeila service brings down the bulk of the coffee
imported from Abyssinia and takes up the salt, of Sudan
origin, and the foreign goods in transit which, together,
balance the coffee import. The Jur steamers carry the
timber sawn at the Government mill near Wau, which
has supplied large quantities of mahogany sleepers for
the railways. Hides and skins and rain-grown cotton
come by river from the south to Khartoum.
The road system of the Sudan reflects the varied, and
often extremely difficult, conditions of terrain which the
country presents.
Excepting the Upper Nile province, in which swamps
and the lack of road metal make it practically impossible
to do more than maintain dry weather roads by the
repeated use of graders, the greater part of the remainder
of the southern zone lends itself to road-making more
easily than any other part of the country and, in fact,
contains the best roads. Of these, the most noteworthy
are the all-weather roads from Juba to Torit and to
Nimule on the Uganda border and from Juba to Aba in
the Belgian Congo, but there is also a network of all-
season roads, both in Mongalla and in the Bahr el Ghazal
provinces. These all carry motor transport,
The central zone contains no all-weather roads except
in towns, but cleared tracks, graded where necessary,
suffice for vehicles in the dry season. The western pro*
vinces, Kordofan and Darfur, are handicapped by soft
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